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ingly bored holes in the bottom of the brigantine, and pretended that she
had sprung a leak. When the Turks perceived that the vessel was in a
sinking condition, they consented to her being run ashore. Dorrill
was then released, but his troubles were by no means over because he
and the other Europeans in Basra were made to furnish arms, levy soldiery
and provide horses at their own expense.
The Persians, who were from 12,000 to i £,000 strong,1 erected a number
of batteries round the town, but they were handicapped at first because
they had no heavy artillery. They applied to Nadir for some cannon
of heavier calibre, but these did not arrive until the 2yth November.8
Some attacks on a small scale were launched, but all failed, and a more
serious assault was repulsed on the 18th October. Some damage was done
by the artillery fire, and a few cannon-balls struck the French Consulate
and the Carmelites' caravanserai; during the last eleven days of the
siege, when the Persians had their heavy artillery, the town was bom-
barded day and night. On the night of the 6th December the cannonade
was further intensified, and the Persians made another attack, but the
Turks were again successful in withstanding them.8 The Carmelites
were of opinion that the place would have fallen if a really determined
assault had been made,4 and the same result might have been achieved
if the Persian fleet could have co-operated with the land forces.6
On the evening of the 8th December messengers arrived from
Nadir and Afrmad Pasha ordering the fighting to cease, as a treaty had
been signed. The gates of Basra were then flung open, and compli-
ments and presents passed between the Turkish commanders and
officials on the one hand, and the Sardar (Qoja Khan) and the Governor
of IJawiza on the other. The Governor of Ilawiza sent a " Complaisant
Message " to Dorrill " for his suffering so much on their Account," and
asked him and Graves to visit the Persian camp, but Dorrill thought it
politic to offer excuses and to send a present instead.6 On the i6th
December the Persian army marched away to IJawiza, while the com-
manding officers went to Najaf, to report to Nadir.7
1Borrill's letter to London of the 7th/i8th April, and Martineau, op. tit., p. 422. The Car-
melite chronicle, however, states that the Persians numbered 30,000, " non numeratis
tribus valisimis (sic) Montefic ac Beni Lam nationibus."
*	Letter from Dorrill to Gombroon, dated the 7th/i8th December, 1743 (quoted in the Gombroon
Diary in fall ten days later).
 *	Martineau, op. cit., p. 423.
 *	CoMfinuatio domestica Bassorensis historic, pp. 66 and 67.
« Nadir is said to have wished to employ his fleet in the attack on Ba§ra (see Martineau, op. cit.,
p. 422); it is not known whether he actually sent orders for the fleet, or at any rate part
of ft, to leave §char where it then was. If such, orders were sent, they were disregarded
byTaqi Khan who was then on the verge of revolt (see Chapter XXIV).
•BornH's totter to London of the 7th/i8th April.
» Gombroon. Diary, 1781/28th January, 1744.

